         Summary of the research of the University of Uyo’s Institute of Education into:
‘Jolly Phonics Strategy and ESL pupils’ reading development.’
Introduction & background Information
One of the five objectives described in the Nigerian 1999 Universal Basic Education programme is: 
· Ensuring the acquisition of appropriate levels of literacy, numeracy, manipulative communicative and life skills as well as the ethical, moral and civic values needed for laying a solid foundation for the life-long living.

‘Literacy’ in this context refers to the ability of Nigerian children to read, write and understand the English language.  English is not, however, the first language for most of these children and the teaching of literacy to English as a Second Language (ESL) students is far from straight forward.    
The debate as to how best to teach literacy is a worldwide one.  For many years education establishments around the world were hostile to using phonics to teach literacy.   However, this trend is now reversing as Governments, including the UK, are advising a phonics-led approach.  Jolly Phonics is a synthetic phonics programme.  It is multi-sensory, using actions, puppets, songs and games to teach children to read. They learn all the 42 letter sounds in quick succession and from there can begin to put them together and sound them out in order to read and spell.
The University of Uyo’s research 
In September 2006 Stepping Stones Nigeria, a leading international child rights NGO, approached the Institute of Education at The University of Uyo in Akwa Ibom State with a proposal that they evaluate the effectiveness of Jolly Phonics as a literacy learning programme.  The Institute of Education set up a research team headed by Professor Comfort Ekpo and formulated a methodology for investigating the research question ‘To what extent does Jolly Phonics enhance pupils’ learning skills?’
Research Sample
The research took place in September 2006 in five primary schools across Akwa Ibom State.  Three schools were urban and two were rural.  In each of these schools an experimental and a control group were set up, composed of Primary One pupils aged 6-8.  The sample consisted of 168 pupils in total.  
Research methods  
Teachers from the sample schools attended a two day workshop in September 2006 at the University of Uyo led by the Jolly Phonics research team.  The research team then paid monthly visits to the schools to monitor teaching.  
Pupils from both the control and experimental groups took the Burt Reading Test in September 2006.  The Revised Burt Reading Test (1974) set a standard for the amount of words a child might identify at a given age.  This is known as their Reading Age (RA).  Pupils underwent the same test at the end of the 36 week period of study.  The resulting differences in reading age were then recorded.
  Research Results
1) Considerable improvement in Reading Age (RA) for children exposed to Jolly Phonics.  
	
	Improvement in reading age of students in Experiment Group
	Improvement in reading age of students in Control Group.  

	School 1
	4 – 9 months
	0 months

	School 2
	3 -11 months
	0 months

	School 3
	3 months – 1 year & 2 months
	3 months

	School 4
	3 months  - 1 year & 5 months
	3 months

	School 5
	3 months – 2 years & 5 months
	3 months



Percentage of children showing an improvement in reading ages in control and experiment groups.  

Concluding remarks
This initial piece of research clearly shows that implementing a synthetic phonics scheme into Nigerian primary schools curricula does enhance students’ literacy skills.  However, the researchers realise that factors such as teacher training, availability of resources and parental involvement will also affect students’ reading ages.  Schools 4 and 5 which showed the greatest improvement were both urban schools.  The University of Uyo is therefore now planning to carry out more extensive research with a larger number of sample schools across Akwa Ibom State.  Meanwhile Stepping Stones Nigeria is committed to looking into ways to provide stimulating and sustainable teacher training schemes and is investigating how governmental and non- governmental organisations might help generate the resources and community involvement needed to educate Nigeria’s youngest generation.    
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