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How the Alphabetic Code Works 

Ø The English alphabetic code works at the single 
sound/phoneme level

Ø Words are made up of sounds and a letter or letters are 
used to represent each sound

Ø Not all languages have a code that works in this way
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English Alphabetic Code Chart
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/oa/ sound

<oa>     ....   oak

<o-e>   ....    hope

<ow>    ....   slow
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Action: Cup hand over ear and say ai?

Action: Bring hand over mouth as if something
terrible has happened, and say oa!

Action: Pretend your finger is a needle
and prick your thumb, saying ou!

Action: Put hands on head as if ears on a donkey,
and say ee. (This comes from the ee or action.)

Action: Point to people around you and say ue, ue, ue. Action: Roll hands over each other like a mixer,
and say erererer.

Action: Stand to attention and salute, saying ie, ie.

Action: Cup hands around mouth and shout
as if to another boat, saying oi!

Action: Put hands on head as if donkeyʼs ears pointing
down, and say or. (This comes from the ee or action.)
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/oa/ Sound

<o>       ....  go, so, no
    <oe>      ....  toe, sloe, doe 
   <ough>  ....   dough, though, although
    <eau>   ....    plateau, bureau, gateau
    <oul>    ....    soul, mould, shoulder
    <ew>    ....    sew
    <oh>    ….   oh, ohm
    <au>     ....   mauveSue Lloyd,
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Main Sounds In Spoken English

Ø  Fluent ability to decode words using the 42
  letter sounds

Ø   Write alphabet letters with correct formation

Ø  Confident at listening for the sounds in words and
     writing words, phrases and sentences from dictation
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First-term aim:-

Ø 1,900 + words can be read by 
blending words with the 42 letter sounds 



Products Available for Teaching
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Jolly Classroom
  - whiteboard software 



Teaching the /s/ Letter Sound

Ø Multi-sensory teaching - actions

Ø Introduce letter 
sound through a 
story

Ø Action

Ø Objects in the 
picture with the 

      /s/ sound

Ø  Letter formation 
and pencil grip

ØAuditory blending

Ø  Segmenting –
 listening for the /s/
 sound in words
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Teaching the /a/ Letter Sound Ø Revision

Ø Letter sound story
and action

Ø Letter formation

Ø Auditory Blending

Ø Identifying the
 sounds in words
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Teaching the /t/ Letter Sound Ø  Revision

Ø  Letter sound story
   and action

Ø  Letter formation

Ø  Blending words

Ø  Identifying the
  sounds in words
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How to Read and Write
Ø Model reading – 

sat and at

Ø I say it, We say it, 
and You say it

Ø Model writing – 
      sat and at
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Next Three Letter Sounds



Words for Reading and Dictation
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Ø Dictation of letter sounds 
helps to develop writing skills, 
revises the letter sounds and 
gives a check on progress
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Blending Practice

Ø Blending words – flash cards,
      words on card, words in lists etc.

Ø Blending practice – whole class,
in pairs, individually

Ø Words blended a few times become known 
automatically

Ø Encourage each child to say the word 
straightaway, if they know the word



Dictation - Listen and Write
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Ø Initially dictate letter sounds that have been 
taught – it revises the letter sounds and provides 
handwriting practice

Ø Develop the habit of regular dictation

Ø Children write on a whiteboards or paper

Ø Advantages with writing on lines 



Start Assessing the Children

Ø  Ideally identify the children at risk of struggling after two weeks of
 teaching

Ø  How many letter sounds do the children know? Poor memory is
 frequently a problem for some children. 

Ø  Are the children able to blend simple words that use letter sounds they
 have been taught. If not, are they able to hear the word when an adult

     says the sounds (auditory blending)

Ø  Are the children able to hear the sounds in simple words?
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Small Group Intervention

Ø Who should teach the intervention group?
- Class teacher

    - Classroom assistant
    - Parent at home or in the classroom
    - Buddy

Ø Short and frequent sessions – most effective

Ø Research into Synthetic Phonics and Early Intervention

                                      Dr Marlynne Grant's Research

https://tcrw.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Grant-Follow-Up-Studies-May-2014-2.pdf
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Early Intervention

Ø Early intervention is the most effective

Ø Letter-sound knowledge: check on the number of letter sounds that are 
known after two weeks

Ø Identify the 6-8 children in the class who know far fewer 
      letter sounds than the other children

Ø Important to use Synthetic Phonics teaching: in class 
      and intervention group



Half-Term Assessments
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Phonics Assessment Sheets

https://www.jollylearning.co.uk/resource-bank/phonics-assessment-sheets-and-checklists/
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Letter-Sound Activities

Ø 3-5 children in each group

Ø Flash cards - revision

Ø Teach two letter sounds that are 
not well known 

Ø Dictate letter sounds – checking the formation of letters

Activities for learning the letter sounds

http://tcrw.co.uk/help-with-reading-and-writing-problems/preventing-reading-and-writing-problems/part-3-letter-sound-intervention-in-small-groups/
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Letter-Sound Boxes

Ø Put known letter sounds in the 
box: aim to develop fluency and 
automatic recall

Material for Letter-Sound Boxes
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Ø  Seek parental support – 
to help their children 
learn the letter sounds

http://tcrw.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Letter-sound-Box-.pdf
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Word-Blending Activities

Ø Auditory blending – hearing word 
     after sounds have been spoken

Ø Model blending, when required – ‘I say it, we say it and you say it’

Ø Blending words - select words that use the two focus letter sounds

Ø Who can say it first – healthy competition brings fluency and fun
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Word-Blending Materials

Ø Essential blending practice 
- brings fluency to word reading, as well as revising
  the letter sounds

Word Blending Boxes

How to make Word Blending Boxes

https://www.jollylearning.co.uk/resource-bank/word-blending-boxes/
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Ø Good assessment – choose effective activities to fill the gaps in 
knowledge and skills

Ø Each session consists of practising
- letter sounds
- blending words
- segmenting (identifying sounds in words)
- dictation (listen and write)
- tricky words

Ø Short quick sessions

Effective Intervention
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Segmenting and Word Building

Ø Quick segmenting session 
– 10 words

Ø Word building: 
  - provide each child with a few letter sounds
  - call out short words that use the letter sounds
  - child/children build the words in the middle of table
  - after making a word, blend it to check accuracy



Small Group Incentive
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Developing Blending Fluency

fa  fe  fi  fo  fu

pra  pre  pri  pro  pru

cha  che  chi  cho 
 chu 
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Developing Blending Fluency
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Consonant	and	Short	Vowel	Material

Consonant Blend and Short Vowel Material

https://tcrw.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Consonant-and-short-vowel.pdf
https://tcrw.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Consonant-blends-and-short-vowels.pdf
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Teaching Writing Through Dictation 

Ø Letter sounds

Ø Simple regular words

Ø Phrases e.g. a hot dog

Ø Sentences using tricky words that have been taught

Ø  Phrase:  a thin string 
    

Ø  Sentence:  The book fell with a thump.



Reading Sentences

42 letter sounds and tricky words 1-10
 

Ø Can a fish sing a song?

Ø Is the moon green?

Ø Do sharks sleep in a bed?
Ø Can a cat do sums?  
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Question Sentences

https://tcrw.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Step-3-Question-Sentences-.pdf
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Developing the Skill of Writing

Ø Dictation homework

Ø Short daily writing practice

Ø Lines to develop accuracy 
– letters the same size except for a few 
sticks up and a few tails under 
the line

Dictation Sentences

https://tcrw.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Step-3-Dictation-Sentences.pdf
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Independent Writing Ø Independent writing can 
start after the 42 main 
letter sounds have been 
taught – one way to 
represent the sounds in 
English

Ø What to write?

Ø Re-telling or creative

After Seven Months of Teaching
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Retelling a Story

Ø TV story about Greyfriars Bobby

Ø First sentence written on the 
board

Ø Sentences and spelling
gradually developing

End of fifth term

Independent writing - whole class

https://youtu.be/F7yV3i0DT3g


Jolly Phonics Online Training
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Jolly Phonics Online Training Courses

https://jollyphonics.cpdcollege.com/
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www.tcrw.co.uk Free SSP Website

https://tcrw.co.uk/

